
View on ethnic conflict in Sri Lankan and related factors 
 
1. There are grievances for Tamils living in Sri Lanka specifically in the form of 

discrimination based on the ethnicity. 
2. Separate state is not possible when the geopolitics is considered 

(Erik Solheim made it clear in different interviews) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4_RlWOGWUk 

3. The solution should come from inside Sri Lanka and not from outside Sri Lanka.  
a. The people living inside the country know the ground reality better than any body 

else. 
b. Other countries will involve in our problem just for their own benefit. 
c. Tamil Diaspora (those who are in good positions outside Sri Lanka) left Sri Lanka 

long time back (more than 25 years). It is difficult for them to understand the day 
today difficulties faced by the ordinary people who are living in north and east.  

4. It is important to engage with southern Sri Lankan people, media and politics and try to 
explain issues to grass root level rather than doing propaganda against the government 
outside the country hoping that foreign countries will help us to achieve the goal (This is 
proven to be wrong). 

5. Whatever the ideology in the past or in the future, which was or is going to be 
experimented in North and East of Sri Lanka and the people living in those areas,  were 
forced to make or are going to make sacrifices. Therefore those who make crucial 
decisions regarding the Tamils questions should assess the risk and benefit of their act.   

6. Sri Lanka problem is very small compared to other problems in the world. 
7. Step by step approach should be taken in term of any effort to achieve the goal. 
8. Past experience (example success and failure of the LTTE) should be taken into account 

when the methodology or approach adapted for achieving the goal whatever it is. 
 
Understanding about the LTTE and the related factors 

 
1. The good things about LTTE are  

a. leadership determination towards the goal 
b. discipline in terms of managing its members 
c. the equality of men and women 
d. no tolerance for caste system  
e. not based on any religious belief 

2. The negative side of the LTTE 
a. actions and expectation are far from reality 
b. treatment of Muslim and Sinhalese lived/ living in north and east 
c. violence on ordinary innocent people 
d. the restriction they imposed on the people those who lived in their controlled area 
e. with them or against them policy -" Tamil patriotic or Tamil traitors" 
f. no room for diversified/ different views/ opinions 
g. gun is the only solution for every thing 
h. forceful recruitment especially children- denied their opportunity for education or 

grabbed their future 
i. using the ordinary people for their defence against the army  

3. LTTE policies, its leadership, organisational structure and the actual strength and 
weakness were never disputed or discussed in the public domain. Its action and the 
outcomes were never reviewed. Always assumed they were correct. 



4. LTTE rarely fight against advancing forces and the land controlled by LTTE was gained 
through the utilisation of political opportunities and tactical attacks. That is the armed 
struggle played very limited role. Even though it looked big. 

5. Most of the people living outside the country who involve in supporting LTTE do not 
understand the real hardship (long term impact) of the people living in Sri Lanka due to 
the war 

6. One of the LTTE approach to achieve the separate state goal was based on the following 
actions. 

a. Strengthen the hand of ultra extremist in south by the following means.  
i. using violence against the ordinary civilians in south (this will lead to 

revenge attacks on Tamils and creating suspicion and tension between the 
communities)  

ii.  attacking economical/ financial targets in south and again this would lead 
resentment among southern people. 

iii.  put unnecessary demands in the negotiation tables (expecting that it will 
not be accepted by GOSL. Example, dealing with humanitarian issues first 
and then talk about core issue).  

b. Attacking army in Tamil populated areas and expecting revenge attack by army on 
Tamils and hence new recruit for LTTE purely based on instant frustration of 
youth and not based on the understanding of the overall picture of the problem. 

c. Severely restrict the movement of the youth from LTTE controlled area and hence 
deprive their opportunity and put the blame on the government to create anti-
government sentiment. This scenario helped to recruit more people to the 
organisation. Even if they managed to go to south, they found it difficult to tolerate 
isolated incidences related to discrimination and the possibility of them helping 
LTTE increased. 

d. The above factors and some other factors will create strong hatred among the two 
communities. This would make it difficult to put forward sensible solution for the 
problem by the GOSL. It would eventually lead to longer term war and hence loss 
of lives, loss of properties, human right violation, etc. Then these issues could be 
used to justify the need for the separate state.  

 
Referendum on Vaddukoddai declaration on 30th Jan 2010 worldwide 
(http://www.tamilguardian.com/article.asp?articleid=2682) 
 
Followings are the questions I would have asked myself before I decided to go and participate 
in the referendum. 
 

• Who was initiated this referendum and what is their overall policy regarding ethnic 
issue in Sri Lanka? 

• Why now after 3 decades? 
• What is the benefit it is going to bring to the Tamil people living Sri Lanka? 
• What is the innovative idea behind this referendum (compared to the elections in Sri 

Lanka based on the VKR policy)?  
• To whom the result of the referendum will be presented and what is the expected 

outcome? 
• What are the benefits and risks related to this referendum? 
• LTTE is mainly based on VKR and they rallied the TNA behind them in 2002 and 

TNA got most of the Tamil area seats in the parliament. Even the 1977 election also 
reflected the support of the Tamils for more of independent ruling. International 



community particularly India knows about this and they have not done any thing and 
they clearly and categorically said they would not support independent state. So what 
difference this referendum going to make? 

• Is this referendum misleading the Tamil people living in Sri Lanka? 
• Is this referendum again going to push the Tamil people living in Sri Lanka to fight to 

get the imaginary goal of the Tamil Diaspora? 
 

My view is that some people are trying to carry on the activities of LTTE from outside of 
the Sri Lanka without proper discussion/ review of the LTTE policies and the reason for 
the LTTE defeat. Even people in Sri Lanka or political parties were not consulted. I do not 
think this is the correct time to do this since more than 280000 people are living without 
minimum facilities and even the activities here may delay the progress in terms of setting 
up the facilities for the IDPs and rehabilitation efforts. 

One of the Tamil Journalist from Norway correctly mentioned in the BBC Tamil Osai 
today (24/01/2010), Tamil Diaspora are expecting the Tamil in Sri Lanka to wear "Vertty" 
while the people over there are just looking for piece of clothe to wear and to establish 
their dignity. On the other hand the Diaspora themselves are wearing coat and suit and not 
wearing "Vertty". The unrealistic LTTE concept put the Vanni people to this situation 
(just looking for piece of clothe) and look like the Tamil Diaspora are making it even 
worse. 
 
Above all, Erik Solheim clearly mentioned in one of his interviews there is no appetite for 
more states among the international community. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4_RlWOGWUk  (from Minutes 07:49 to 09:17) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yn0C5hvfbvA 
 
The reason for this referendum is also not clear from published material available in the 
internet. I went into the following web sites and I could not see any new vision there for 
this referendum. This is simply the same old concept without any political innovation. 
 
Prabhakaran - Vaddukoddai 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etU5RxYwxZE&NR 

 
Understanding about the Diaspora and related factors 
 
1. Most of the Diaspora left Sri Lanka in early eighties and even now they are living with the 

those days memories. 
2. Most of these Diaspora never lived in LTTE controlled area as ordinary people. They 

went there on holidays and were treated by the LTTE well. They only know the positive 
side of the LTTE. 

3. They never lived in the full scale war situation and hard for them to understand the 
difficulties of the people living in the war areas. They will simply say, there will be 
causality, forceful recruitment, movement of restriction, shortage of food, etc. if there is 
war. 

4. They are always with the view that separate state is the only solution for the problem 
faced by the Tamils in Sri Lanka and the LTTE was extremely strong. Therefore they do 
not want to know what is happening in Sri Lanka politics and what changes happened 
over years etc. Therefore they find it difficult in the international arena to justify their 



demand even though those who participate in the discussions are well educated 
professional people (lawyers, doctors, professors etc).  

 
I have watched couple of panel discussions held in UK, Canada and other part of the 
world. But non of the members represented the Tamils in the panel have shown the 
concrete evidence for the discrimination of Tamils in Sri Lanka even though the 
constitution itself is a good evidence. They just talked about old events and genocide. 
Example de-franchise of Indian Tamils in central part of Sri Lanka, Language issue, 
standardisation of university admission etc. But these issues have taken different 
dimension now and taking them as example not going to satisfy the international 
community.  
 
For example:  
 
University admission - Now the selection for the university is based on 30% all Island 
merit and rest is based on district level (the government initial intention may be different). 
But I feel this is form of devolution rather than discrimination. Example more Tamil 
students are entering the University from Batticaloa compared to before and they are also 
doing well. After they finish their studies, they will go back to their district and 
administrate the district themselves rather than some body else from Jaffna to administrate 
their district.     
 
Language - Both Sinhala and Tamil are now official languages of the country 
constitutionally. The issue now is implementing it in practice. If we ask why first place 
Sinhala was declared as official language. They may say they made a mistake and 
corrected it now. What we need to show now is the evidence for not implementing the 
language policy. But we are failing to do that. Some examples are given below. 
 
Panel Discussion Sri Lanka War - PressTV (Part 2 & 3 of the discussion covers the 
language issue and the discrimination) 
 
Part 1 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P67iMAmr0os 
Part 2 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z78zuIhdLcw 
Part 3 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihIojmK0HbI 
Part 4 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ni8jS-yLWDQ 
Part 5 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osbI65k0N8I 
 
Interview with Dayan Jayathilaka: (Part 3 of the interview talks about 13th amendment 
and the need for the devolution) 
 
Part 1 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3KkswmpMLw 
Part 2 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdDM2A1dFeQ 
Part 3 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vS1iBYQDnD4 
Part 4 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw4FbHjZ6sg 
Part 5 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Gt_TzN0Xgo 
 

Even there is no clear case for separate state concept based on the currently available concrete 
evidence from the people representing the Tamils in the discussions. But Dayan Jayathilaka 
who was Sri Lanka ambassador to UN and depended Sri Lanka in UN against the allegations 
of genocide, clearly mentioned why devolution needed in Sri Lanka in an interview with one 



of the Sri Lanka television. But it is sad to see non of the people representing Tamils in 
international arena are highlighting the very fundamental reason for the devolution. 
 
=================================================================== 
 
Links for some other panel discussions, interviews and documentaries are also given below.   

 
BBC: Sri Lanka+Tamil Tigers: Evolution of the Ethnic War 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1UnhPq8Pio 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArqcfDhHg9o 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvG5mPaTTj4 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdg8AgweIgI 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgVQtCiMHz4 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1EabzDfvIo 
 
Riz Khan - Sri Lanka's continuing bloodshed 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4_RlWOGWUk 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44ePK3rK5eo 
 
BBC Hard Talk with Erik Solheim 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-nkX22BQ20 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QX7xPPaW9Q 
 
Inside Story - Is it the end for the Tamil Tigers? Jan 27 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LY1Nkdpj4bQ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw2ObKcaG3M 
 
Panel Discussion Sri Lanka War - PressTV 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P67iMAmr0os 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z78zuIhdLcw 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihIojmK0HbI 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ni8jS-yLWDQ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osbI65k0N8I 
 
Sri Lanka War - Panel Discussion - Tamil Tigers - Michael Coran Show - 28th April 2009 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFOHWVxEI4E 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKWNSfTOkE8 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reC1D0sofxw 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15sUNjgT5BM 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1ccHq2Yd2A 
 
Sunrise TV Debate About Racist Tamil Tigers & Their Attrocities & Genocide - Part 1 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9H-l15Eyps 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7QHYmi2v90 
 
The Debate: The Tear Drop Civil War 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iP0aGWHcsQ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igjqqUJvAAc 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKIemiNrdfw 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVmlieu-1CA 



 
Sri Lanka Should not Live Happly Ever After LTTE Supporting EU 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lM-_wt3tR9E 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RIq2Dp_sIQ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FvL-decPKg 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tpk4dHFG_w 
 
Riz Khan - What now for Sri Lanka's Tamils? - 25 May 09 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfBrzEXRMQ0 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ab_AzQ7voSU 
 
The truth about Black July 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ovGavn2M_s 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlSors1i4D8 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQyuxNE1HtE 
 
In-depth with Dr. Dayan Jayatilleka 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3KkswmpMLw 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdDM2A1dFeQ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vS1iBYQDnD4 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw4FbHjZ6sg 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Gt_TzN0Xgo 
 
Monsoon Floods and IDP Camps 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmbbMFfiqiA 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTd3cR7FtF4 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yh5JULQbzwM 
 
Interview with Dr. Dayan Jayatilleka by Newsfirst Sri Lanka (03 Oct 2012) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIWLjQFl5aA 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sK2QZFilkSk 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIMCMzFYOn8 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYJlU63tzIU 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZoYt2TWLQ2I 


