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President of Sri Lanka, Maithripala Sirisena - “Let us bury the bitterness of war 
completely. War is detestable. It destroys all human values such as love, 
compassion and kindness. So war is not the solution for this country and our 
people. .. The country will be able to take forward as a peaceful country only by 
giving equal opportunities to every citizen of the country and building peace and 
reconciliation among the communities.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNWcTIvDOSA 

 

Number of well known Tamil leaders, have spoken with clear voice. If there are doubts about the intention 
of the Tamil leaders those who really want to find the solution to our national problem and alleviate the 
suffering of the people, the words from those leaders clear them all out. 

 

 

Former Attorney General of Sri Lanka, Shiva Pasupati (Deshamanya) - “I think it is better 
to avoid using words Genocide, Federal constitution and Amalgamation. … In the current 
situation, it will become very difficult to find a solution if we talk about genocide. …. We 
need to forget about the past because there is no point in talking about genocide, 
unfairness and discrimination and blaming the government. It would be very useful if we 
can think how we can negotiate with government and bring a solution for the betterment  

of the whole country. We do not know whether we will get the similar opportunity again or not and hence 
we should not miss this opportunity.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_W16ZZvjoNw. 
 

The Opposition Leader, R.Sampanthan – “We would like to achieve just fair, practical, 
permanent and every lasting solution. We should not disturb the current effort to achieve 
the political solution.  …… Therefore we all need to try our best to achieve the political 
solution not only for our own benefit but also for the benefit of the whole country. This is 
our duty. We should not walk away from it.”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wlnhrW34Ek&feature=youtu.be&list=PLXDiYKtPlR7MggjsQ2Xsu85YclV70B6se. 

 

 
 
 

 

Chief Minister of Northern Provincial Council, Justice Vigneswaran - “I would like to 
make a request. I do not know whether it is acceptable to everybody or not.  However 
this is my request. The reason for the suspicion, hatred and anxiety between the 
communities in our country is the misunderstanding. If we want to build the trust and 
understanding between communities which are speaking different languages, then they 
need to learn each others language. .. We purposely avoided learning the Sinhala. 

If I continued learning Sinhala, I could have been explaining our political issues to our Sinhala people and 

Opportunities are like sunrises. If you wait too long, you miss them.” 
  
 

  
“Once you replace negative thoughts with positive ones, you will start having positive results.” 

 “We cannot solve our problems with the same thing we used when we created them.” 

"Peace cannot be kept by force. It can only be achieved by understanding." 



politicians in Sinhala more effectively. …. In North job market, those who do not know Sinhala may loss out 
the opportunities.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WN3gppUdqk4 

Government is worried that the people in north can go for the arm struggle again if the army is removed 
from north. That is why the government is not ready to remove the army from north. Therefore we need to 
work towards building the trust and understanding between the communities. 
 http://old.tamilwin.com/politics/01/107661 

Vigneswaran interview with THANTHAI TV (2014). 
Q: Do you expect that Tamil Nadu political parties need to abandon the demand of Tamil Eelam? 
A:  We stood in the election after we gave up the demand of Tamil Eelam and proposed a full devolution of 
power to North and East within the united Sri Lanka. Still people voted for us. Tamil Nadu political parties 
should take notice of that. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=La2n3v7Z_qM 
 

 Former North and East Provincial Council Chief Minister, Varatharaja Perumal -  “I 
would like to see the successful outcome of the current government effort to find the 
political solution.  There is no need to look towards India or America to find the solution. 
The leaders in Sri Lanka are talented people. I think it would be much better for the 
country if Sri Lanka leaders talk within themselves and find the political solution without 
the help of any other countries. In the current situation, my suggestion to our leaders is  

 

 
that try to get whatever maximum you can. Try to discuss the federal solution with the government. Try 
your best to convince the government to accept the federal. Request the government to explain the 
federalism to the Sinhala people. But you should not be disappointed and push the people into another 
chaos situation even if you are unable to get the federal solution. Even if you get something in between, 
consider it as first step to move to the next stage. This is the reality. I do not like any solution other than 
federal. On the other hand, I do not think that it is correct to reject the solution which is not federal. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS0lem91ewE 
 

Peace loving people of Sri Lanka are also playing their part and giving very constructive advice.   
 

 

Executive Director at National Peace Council of Sri Lanka, Jehan Perera – “The problem 
for the government is that any attempt at this stage to set up a war crimes court and 
bring in foreign judges will break the unity of the government and provide a fertile 
ground for the opposition to mobilize people on the streets against it. Already the 
government is facing severe stresses due to the different positions taken by the two 
main political parties that form the government on issues ranging from the Governor of  

the Central Bank to the Value Added Tax. On the other hand, both the international human rights 
community and Tamil polity are equally convinced that having non-partisan judges who are foreigners will 
be necessary to ensure the credibility of the accountability process. In these circumstances, the most 
pragmatic course of action for the government would be to sequence the decision on international 
participation in the accountability process to a later time. In the meantime the government needs to focus 
on meeting other targets such as release of land, demilitarization, economic development and improving 
the devolution of power in practice.” Please refer the following web page for the full article.” 
https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/divided-national-unity-government-needs-time-to-prioritise/ 
 

We need to start with positive thinking. Positivity always bring positive outcome and negativity always ends 
up in disaster. The current environment is just right to have constructive discussion on our future 
(economical as well as political) as whole country and hence we need to grab this opportunity and move 
forward. We, all of us should take the full responsibility for what has happened in Sri Lanka in the 30 years 
of war rather than blaming each other.  
"Religion, Reconciliation and Future" by Sumanthiran  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkVgopBVouI 



The followings are some of the claims and counter claims in Sri Lanka politics. They are very much 
important for the national interest and for the overall understanding of the current situation and achieving 
the lasting peace.  

     

 
Release the occupied land in north and east   No, Threat to national security 

 

     

 
Release the political prisoners    No, there is no political prisoners. All are hard-core LTTE 

 

 
   

 

 

  

An Ill Timed & Inappropriate (Eelaventhan 
Manickavasakar) 

 

 Learn Sinhala   (Vigneswaran) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WN3gppUdqk4 
 
https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/studying-
sinhala-by-tamils-an-ill-timed-inappropriate-plea-by-
wigneswaran/ 
 
https://thinkworth.wordpress.com/2016/06/17/what-
made-wigneswaran-ask-students-to-learn-sinhala/ 
 
 
 

  

Knowing each other’s language is nothing but travelling 
halfway towards reconciliation. For instance, there have 
been so many problems and clashes between the Tamil 
speaking Tamils and Muslims in Sri Lanka. Also, Muslims 
among whom many are well conversant in Sinhala 
language were struggling to tell their side of the story 
during the recent Halal controversy. Hence, it is the 
understanding of each other’s culture with due respect 
that would lead us to the destination of reconciliation. 
By M.S.M. Ayub 

 

 
   

 

 

Federal    No, No, No … This is separatism 

 

 
   

 

 

War crime   

No war crime, Zero civilian causality 

 

 
   

 

 

Tamils disapproved ruthless of LTTE  
(Tamilini’s book) 

  

No, No, No, the book “In The Shadow Of A Sharp Edged 
Sword” was written under the influence of Sri Lanka 
military. New material might have been inserted to suit 
the Lankan government’s interest after her death 

 

 
   

 

 

“LTTE leader Prabhakaran was captured, 
tortured and then killed”   
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sb6dSmrC2nI) 

  

Karuna - “I totally refuse those kinds of things”. We 
should not insult the leader I genuinely respect. How 
could be possible to arrest the leader who gave cyanide 
to thousands of young LTTE fighters and asked them to 
bite if they are captured by enemy? 

 

 
   

 

 

North-Eastern province government 
declares independent Tamil state (Mar 
1990) 

 
 

  

“According my understanding and experience, I think 
that most possibly the solution is going to be within the 
unitary state“ (Varatharaja Perumal – Feb 2016) 

 

  
 

  

 
We, Sri Lankan came out of the 30 years of painful war 7 years ago. Guns were silenced and some level of 
normalcy has been return. All the right thinking people agree that end of war has brought big relief to all 
the Sri Lankan. However, due to the nature of the war, some areas were more affected than others and 
hence all the efforts should be made to alleviate the suffering of the peoples in the badly affected areas. 
This should be done as soon as possible since there are lot other things such as natural disaster (drought, 
flood, etc.), economy (unemployment, debt, etc.), poverty, health, etc. waiting to be handled. 



The mistake, we made in the past was that we failed to learn from the experience. We also need to admit 
that we are lacking in terms of coming up with completely new ideas. As Shiva Pasupati mentioned 
indirectly in his interview, we should depart from blaming game and old and failed ideologies. We should 
try out best to come up with new ideas which can be used by rest of the world rather than we turn towards 
rest of the world for magic wand. Therefore it is the time for all of us to think deep and come up with the 
innovative, constructive and conciliatory approach for national problem.   

In this respect, the media has lots to play. I know that journalism is not well funded profession in Sri Lanka 
and also comes under lot of pressure from the political circle. Therefore it can be difficult to reform it very 
quickly. However the journalism in Sri Lanka should be transformed from just news reporting machine to 
investigating journalism. Journalist should write things such as way that their writing should help to 
educate the general public on important matters such as health (Kidney disease, dengue, etc.), economy 
(building port, airport, cultivation, …), social issues (drug, alcohol,… ), politics (different problems faced by 
different communities), etc.  

Currently two main topics, war crime investigation and political solution, are widely discussed in Sri Lankan 
politics. Number of good speeches and interviews were delivered by important people. But most of these 
speeches and interviews have been confined to English media. In some cases, the emphasis has not been 
given to the core points of the speech or interview even if they were published in Sinhala or Tamil media.  

I am well aware there are some language barriers.  But we need to find a way to break this language barrier 
and make sure that important information reaches all the citizen of Sri Lanka without any distortion.  

I am also aware that some times media is not publishing or not giving much importance since they may be 
feeling that the content in the article undermining the national interest or the specific communities 
struggle.  However the past experience taught us that this type of media practice could not be beneficial for 
the specific community or whole country in long term. 

As we all know that mistrust and lack of accurate information are the two main reasons for the failures of 
previous proposal for the political solutions. Therefore it is very important that Sinhala and Tamil leaders 
should try their best to reach out the Tamil and Sinhala people respectively and explain their views and 
what they are trying to do to resolve the problems.  
 

 
 

President Maithripala Sirisena correctly said “It is those people that 
have to cultivate reconciliation to live peacefully with the victims of 
the war. It is the mind-set of the people that require to be 
transformed to acquire reconciliation and healing the wounds 
inflicted by the conflict. 
http://www.asiantribune.com/node/88624 

 
Therefore convincing Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim people is the very basic element to achieve the lasting 
peace and the political solution. All the media should support to achieve this goal. 

Finally I would like to highlight number of facts which can help us to understand the overall picture of the 
issues which are related to the 30 years of civil war. 

 



 

Facts 
Around 30000 Tamil peoples are still in refugee camps in North and around 100000 people are in refugee 
camps in India. Some Muslim and Sinhala people are also waiting to return to their own places in North.  

Presences of army camps in residential areas of Northern and Eastern province, is causing lot of 
inconvenience to the people.  

In order to facilitate the return of the refugees to their own places, the following actions should be taken 
without any further delay. http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/insidestory/2016/07/sri-lanka-reconciliation-160703174125765.html 
 Army should move out of the private properties return to the rightful owners. 
 Armed forces should be dispersed throughout the country in order to make uniform across the country. 
 Army need to significantly scale down their involvement in agriculture and business and help to 

improve the employment opportunity for the ordinary youth in the area 
 The army stationed in north and east should have reasonable command in Tamil.  

The political solution should be for all the Sri Lankans and cannot be confined to a specific community. 

All the possible solutions should be explored as far as it is not for the division of the country 

Tamil people in Sri Lanka clearly expressed their view that they are happy to accept a solution within the 
united Sri Lanka with the full devolution of power, by voting in both provincial council and parliamentary 
elections to TNA and rejecting the parties which were aligned with the previous government or LTTE 
ideology. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=La2n3v7Z_qM 

 

 

No meaning in running to Geneva or Delhi to resolve our internal 
problems. As Perumal mentioned that our leaders are talented people 
and they should talk within themselves and find the political solution. 
The effective communication between north and south in all level is 
vital for the success of any future political solutions. There are some 
signs that our leaders are taking initiatives on that direction. They 
need to do more of that.  
http://www.ft.lk/article/539755/Sampanthan-meets-protesting-politicos-on-Kilinochchi-incident 

There were significant civilian casualties in the final phase of the war. 

There were serious human right violations during the final phase of the war.  

All the human beings are precious. Their individuality and freedom should be respected. Any crime 
committed against any one in Sri Lanka should be investigated according to the law of the land. Culprits 
should be identified and appropriate actions should be taken.  

If we are honest about what has happened in the 30 years of civil war, it can be easy to realise that both 
sides had blood on their hands. 

While it is important to investigate the crimes committed during the war, it is also important to understand 
the sensitive nature of the investigation and avoid over emphasizing some scenarios like war crime, foreign 
judges, etc. which can easily scuttle the overall process including the investigation. Also there is very little 
appetite for foreign judges in south. Those who are demanding for it should be mindful of that. 

Making mistake is not a new phenomenon. But the important thing is not to ignore it but to learn from it.  
Therefore any investigation on war crime from both sides should be for finding the fact and to correct the 
mistakes in the future rather than using it for revenge or for blaming game. In this respect, it is also equally 
important to research and publish the conduct of LTTE in order to educate our younger generation about 
the impact of the armed struggle and why negotiated settlement is always better. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C803NOvmTqk (Rajini Thiranagama : No More Tears Sister) 
http://dbsjeyaraj.com/dbsj/archives/43328 (Tragic Phenomenon of Forcible Recruitment of Tamil Civilians by the LTTE) 

 



 
 Verdict  

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
 

The 30 years of bitter war was fought with the involvement of all the 
villages in the country (as a member of army or LTTE). Both sides had 
blood in their hands. It was the war between the army and rebel 
organisation, definitely not between the ordinary people. People were 
sucked into it as army or LTTE. There is no evidence for intentional killing 
of Tamil civilians by army based on the instruction from the top. Cases 
like white flag are unique. The anxiety of some of the parents of the LTTE 
cadre died in the field is that, on what moral ground, some of the LTTE 
top rank members tried to surrender to army after they instructed our 
children to swallow the cyanide. Therefore even investigating and finding 
the truth about the white flag case is not going to console the parents of 
the LTTE cadres those who died in the fighting. Number of times, foreign 
powers involved in resolving the Sri Lanka internal conflict with little 
success. Foreign powers involvement in other countries’ internal conflict 
was also not very successful. Iraq is one of the examples. Even in Iraq, 
there were no foreign judges in Saddam’s case. There is also no 
guarantee that justice can be delivered to the victims even if there are 
foreign judges in the panel. But there are clear indications that bringing 
the foreign judges can disturb the peace and reconciliation process.   

We lost our loved ones during the war. We cannot bring them back. Only thing we can do is to fulfil their 
dreams. Equal rights in all aspects, freedom and peace are their dream irrespective their ideology and their 
approach to achieve that. There are lot of momentum in the country to achieve the peace and 
reconciliation. It is absolutely important to avoid the actions which can disturb the peace and reconciliation 
process. However the investigations should be continued with alternative mechanism acceptable to all Sri 
Lankans. Also the war crime investigation can take decades. On the other hand, other important activities 
cannot be delayed and should be given priority in order to fulfil our lost loved ones’ dreams. There is very 
rare historical unity government in place. But it is not strong enough to handle the controversial still 
important issues. Issue around appointment of central bank governor is the very simple example. Therefore 
it is better to handle the other important issues first as Jehan Perera suggested in his article. We should not 
miss this rare opportunity to resolve our differences and move forward as one nation where diversity, 
equal rights and freedom are respected and implemented in reality. 
 

By Daran 


