
Two years after the end of war: drawbacks and 
developments  

 

“Government is talking about peace and that been the ultimate prize 
of the end of the war but shouldn’t peace lead to equal rights to 
citizens.” 

Tamil National Alliance  

MP P. Ariyanethiran 

The Government has no political solution for the ethnic grievances. The worst thing is that two years after the 
end of the war there has not been a progress in terms of a political solution for the conflict. One and half lakhs 
of people have not been resettled and their livelihoods have not been restored. The Tamil people in Batticaloa 
and Mannar are constantly rounded up and arrested. We have met with the Government six times and every 
time we have been cheated and misled. There has never been any progress in terms of addressing the above 
issues I have mentioned. All the talks we have had with the Government have all been a waste.  

Government is talking about peace and that been the ultimate prize of the end of the war but shouldn’t peace 
lead to equal rights to citizens. People can’t make choices when they are arrested, disappearing and 
constantly living under fear. We have had six rounds of talks with the Government but nothing useful has come 
out of it. At this point when we are about to go into the seventh round of talks I feel quite skeptical whether 
anything would come out of it. We have always been cheated and come with our hands empty. I feel like we 
might be cheated once again. 

“The country stands united as one country under one flag.” 

Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) National Organizer and Media Spokesperson Nishantha Sri Warnasinghe  

Two years after defeating terrorism, the country has been ambitious about the infrastructure development 
projects undertaken by the Government. The areas that have benefited from these projects are those that 
were embroiled in a 30 year war. Roadways that were completely ruined continue to be rebuilt. The 
Government had built bridges and provided electricity and safe drinking water. Government administration was 
reinstated, law and order established and government schools and hospitals are up and running. The country 
stands united as one country under one flag. 

The Government has been uplifting the livelihoods of the displaced and resettled people in Vavuniya. The 
main activity is the removal of land mines and rebuilding houses. The restrictions to paddy cultivation and 
fishing have been lifted while the government had spent a lot for infrastructure development. It must be said 
that the Government is rebuilding a country that was destroyed by a 30-year-old war within two years, there is 
only so much you can do. Therefore the special emphasis has been on providing the basic needs of the 
resettled families. The southern people are paying taxes and are sacrificing a lot to develop those areas. Even 
though we have provided electricity we are not charging them for it, for an example 26000 families in the North 
are provided free electricity.  

Indian Government says that they are building houses; that is our responsibility we can’t give it to another 
country. If a country is willing to grant their resources then it can be contributed to an existing project without 
being tied down with conditions. We can’t be under their obligation and give them a free will to select the 
people for the housing scheme they are financing. It should be a joint mechanism between the two 
governments under Government supervision. The Indian Government cannot be dictating terms and the 
Government should have a free hand in distributing the houses not only amongst Tamils but also Muslims and 
Sinhalese. The discrimination in allocating houses breeds separatism. The same applies to the railway line 
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project. 

‘However there are people who have gone through 
the process of resettlement by their own means.’ 

Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) Director of 
International Affairs A.M. Faiz 

Yesterday I read in a newspaper they had quoted the 
United Nations and it said that there were about 100,000 
displaced persons remaining to be resettled; clearly they 
haven’t considered the Muslims who were expelled from 
the North in 1990’s. Since the end of war the Northern 
Muslims have the urge to return to their places of origin. 
There is a lack of coordinated effort to facilitate these 
people’s return and they have been forgotten. They are 
no longer considered part of the displaced since it was a 
long time ago. However there are people who have gone 
through the process of resettlement by their own means. 

The main concerns of the Northern Muslims are the basic 
amenities like access roads, water, sanitation and so 
forth. For an example a village in Puttalam where the 
Northern Muslims resettled, the families have multiplied 
and therefore the elders opted to return and reclaim their 
land in the Periyamadu area in the North. But the lack of 
programmes and projects to help them rebuild their lives 
is an obstacle they cannot overcome without government 
assistance. 

When more and more Muslims showed interest to move, the election franchise issue arose. In the absence of 
basic facilities for the displaced people they were further burdened by compelling them to be registered as 
voters from places of their origin and or the areas they have resettled into. They were compelled to make a 
choice even before they resettled themselves properly. That was a huge dilemma faced by the people. This 
would affect the university admission and government employment.  

“There must be sustainable development all over” 

United National Party MP Ravi Karunanayake 

There is a lot of talk and very little action on the part of the Government. Frustration is creeping into the lives of 
the public, since the Government is not handling the situation with appropriate competence. If you go to make 
a bad case worse how can we say that the Government is doing good to the public? 

If you want a good relationship with the public they should make sure that resettling and rebuilding are done 
without discrimination. Such schemes should be able to provide all communities equally without individual 
countries dictating terms. Chauvinism and nationalism can rule the day led by external intrusion.  

There has to be an equal distribution of houses amongst the resettling communities; there cannot be one or 
two resettlements with severe advantages while the remaining suffers. 

There must be sustainable development all over. People must be able to live comfortably. It is quite important 
that the Government pays attention to grapple the cost of living, unwanted expenditure rooted out, production 
increased, petrol prices controlled at a manageable rate, reduced level of Government bureaucracy and 
politicization. 

The country has neither law nor order. If you consider the plight of the Colombo Municipal Council it is visible. 
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When we had a problem with the nomination lists in Homagama, we had missed out a signature of a youth 
candidate and so the court rejected our nomination list. However when the United Peoples Freedom Alliance’s 
(UPFA) didn’t have a JP’s approving signature on its entire list that was accepted by court. Now where law and 
order and justice? 

“Then with regard to the so called resettled people who are living in desperation, they are faced 
with unresolved food and health issues.” 

Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) former MP Samantha Vidyaratne  

The JVP in 2009 at the end of the war proposed for a plan to take the country forward. We proposed a map 
that will lead to a political solution for the ethnic issue. The main thing was to build national unity but the 
government didn’t consider that proposal they also weren’t willing to listen to us. They should have at least 
carried out a scheme of their making but they didn’t do so.  

They were short sighted and acted without direction. Therefore today a lot of issues remain unresolved with 
regard to the North and East people. Still many people are held in undisclosed locations as LTTE suspects. 
The Government has not made a database of these people; they are denying the rights of their family 
members of their whereabouts.  

Then with regard to the so called resettled people who are living in desperation, they are faced with 
unresolved food and health issues. The government uses the media to show a brighter side of their plight. 

Even though the war ended two years back the Emergency Regulations have not been lifted, the government 
uses it to crack down on the public. Therefore the government has clearly failed to resolve the basic problems. 
That is why the UN has been able to capitalize on its shortcoming and rally international support for war 
crimes.  

The voice that is arising within the world and mounting opinion is also due to the short sightedness of the 
government, we see that the present government has no solution to the worries of the common man. If you 
look at the world today the capitalist government has no answer to the public problems. Even in our country 
we witness the same. Therefore we propose a change to our country and the world. The JVP will act 
accordingly and speak for the sake of the public. We will continue to pressurize the government to address 
these volatile issues if not give up. 
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