
My tour to North via A32 and back to Colombo along A 9 : what now 
stands there in place of ‘landmine pastry shop’ is ‘De Silva stores’
(Lank-e-News, 27.March.2011, 7.30AM) Some days prior to the last elections I travelled on the A 32 road to 
Jaffna via Mannar . From Mannar I went to Jaffna by the new highway . Then I returned to Colombo via 
Kilinochchi by the A9 route on which the famous road is built., I wish to report through the Lanka e news 
website what I witnessed and what I figured out from what I saw. As a member of the fairer sex and as not a 
conventional journalist , this report may present a distinct perspective . 
 
The first thing that met my sight on the A32 road was ,there were three camps at least of the Forces within 
the first kilometer of the road. Mind you these are not checkpoints of the Forces , they are camps proper. The 
pertinent question that arises in this situation is , if there are three camps within this kilometer , what is the 
land left for the people who own them? The Govt. on the contrary must be thinking that the coastal land strip 
between Mannar and Pooneryn must be kept under the control of the forces because during the war, the LTTE 
used this strip of land to smuggle arms and weapons from India. In that event what is being eroded are the 
rights of the civilian residents. 
 
Even though security may be the Govt.’s primary concern ,there sprang another question in my mind. Along 
this A32 road there is a cashew plantation extending over 5 miles of the land. This plantation was grown by 
the LTTE. After the war , though this cashew plantation is not being currently administered , the SL Forces 
have taken control of it. Have the Forces the ability to grow cashew ? As far as I know there had never been a 
‘cashew regiment’ among the SL Forces. If the Govt. had after the war taken control of this cashew plantation 
and given it over to the Cashew Corporation , it is understandable. The Army having control of this is again 
trespassing on the rights of the civilians  
 
Most of the paddy fields along the A32 road have been reaped and harvested . But the processing by trampling 
had not been done. The paddy being kept in the barns idling without processing was an irksome sight . The 
reason for this neglect was , the acute shortage of tractors. Moreover , the paddy Mills in those areas have 
been put up by Sinhala groups who have come from the South .These groups from the south only pound the 
paddy, whereby the Tamils of that area are deprived of their livelihoods. 
 
A soldier carrying a bundle of ekel brooms got into the vehicle we were traveling, on the way. I started a 
conversation with him. As I was a lady, many had an inclination to talk with me. While we were traveling I 
asked ‘ how, did you give your postal vote?’ Without much interest he replied , ‘ crazy , when our leader is 
being forcibly imprisoned , whom are we to vote ? Most of our boys did not even care to ask for the ballot 
papers to vote , he added. What shocked me most was , this soldier in official uniform so openly expressing 
his resentment against the Govt. and fearlessly talking about the injustice committed on Gen. Fonseka even 
before coming to know who I am . 
 
I enter Jaffna . 
 
There were no goods in the market. It was a ‘dry’ market . Red onions were of course cheap at Rs. 100/- per 
kilo. The ancient Dutch fortress had been rebuilt. . The contractors and the workers there are those who have 
come from the South. Not a single person from the north had been given work. The re construction of the 
ancient fortress ought to have been done by the archaeological Dept. Authority. But that is not what had 
happened. Not only in relation to the fortress , even the other re constructions and renovations are being done 
by the groups who have come from the south . The Tamils of the north are deprived of their livelihoods , their 
earnings and compelled to swallow spit looking at the others working and earning. 
 
When returning I came along the A9 road. 
 
On the Iranamadu main road near the bus halt , the Tamil traders have been chased away , and those doing 
business in their place now are the Sinhala traders who had come from the south. The old displaced Tamil 
traders are doing their business at a place of least commercial activity on the wayside . 
 
There is a business place by the name of ‘ Moratuwa timber’ in Kilinochchi town. The workmen employed at 
that place are all from Batticaloa. There isn’t a single Kilinochchi workman . Another shop named ‘ Kithsiri 
Tobacco’ belongs to a trader who had come there from the south . During the administration of Kilinochchi by 
the LTTE , there was a strange trade stall in the town. Its name was ‘landmine pastry shop’. That is , the LTTE 
had militarized the town so much. Now , at that place stands ‘De Silva Stores’ belonging to a Sinhala trader 
from the south. 
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While returning to Colombo there was something else that crossed 
my mind, the circumstances when the regiment under the 
Commanding officer Jagath Dias captured Kilinochchi and LTTE defeat 
was confirmed. The then Army Commander Gen. Sarath Fonseka who 
went there after the victory of the Forces , when addressing the 
officers of the forces emphatically stated , these areas which were 
captured by the forces shall be given back to the actual owners as 
swiftly as possible. In addition where the owners are not there , they 
must be searched from among the displaced refugees and the lands 
duly transferred.  
 
But has this happened today ? Shouldn’t the rulers have a duty by 
the people to act conscionably and justly in the interests of all 
communities? 

By Special Correspondent of LeN
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